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Mabel lives by the ocean at the Mermaid Hotel, which is the
perfect place for an adventurer like her. Life becomes much
more interesting when a new hotel guest arrives. Mabel decides
that the new guest, who is aloof and a bit rude and whom she
has named Madame Badobedah, is a villain on the run from
the police. Donning her spy outfit, Mabel is intent on catching
her until one morning, when Madame Badobedah unexpectedly
invites Mabel in for tea. Reluctantly, she accepts, and so begins
a beautiful relationship. Together, spy and supervillain play
cards, sail in a pirate ship, and sunbathe with mermaids. As they
spend time together, Mabel learns more about the value of their
friendship.
Told in three parts, and sitting at fifty-six pages, Madame
Badobedah is a charming intermediate picture book. Through
two strong characters, this intergenerational story celebrates
imagination, curiosity, adventure, and friendship. Done in
watercolor, the illustrations have a vintage feel that pair
wonderfully with the quaint seaside setting. They also include
many details that help keep readers engaged and entertained.
The endpapers evoke an image of a calm day by the ocean, and
the cover under the dust jacket boasts a different pattern, which
is a fun surprise. With intrigue, mystery, and life experiences of
the young and old, this fanciful Junior Library Guild selection
will appeal to both the older audience doing the reading and the
younger audience being read to.
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